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GRADUATION SPEECH 2004 BY THE PRO-VICE-CHANCELLOR OF

THE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

Ladies and Gentlemen, and graduands, 

It gives me very great pleasure on behalf of the University to welcome you to this ceremony for the conferment of degrees.  It’s a very special privilege for me in my dual role as University Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Dean of the Business School to preside over this particular ceremony.  First I would like to congratulate all the graduands who will shortly be receiving their degrees.  You should be proud of what you have achieved.  The degrees you have worked so hard for are amongst the toughest and most highly regarded in the world and to have lasted the course you have demonstrated commitment, hard work and intelligence.  I’m amazed that you still seem to have enjoyed full social lives!

I’m sure you all recognise the importance of the support and encouragement you’ve received from your families and friends.  We particularly welcome the opportunity which is provided by these degree ceremonies to share with your parents, grandparents, partners and friends our pride in your success and to show them our appreciation for the contribution they’ve made.

The programme you have followed will have trained you to think about problems critically, analytically and with an open mind, even when the consequences of doing so are uncomfortable.  The qualities you have acquired are valued by employers and will stand you in good stead in your future careers.  Employers recognise our graduates in particular for their communication skills, personal and transferable skills and for teamworking ability.

The University of Manchester, of which MBS is a key part, has not only changed the lives of thousands of students and staff, it has also brought enormous benefits for the city and the region and for millions of people worldwide, through its scholarship and innovation.   A significant number of the major developments which led to the world as it is today were achieved at this university.  For example,

1. The University has produced 22 Nobel prize-winners since 1906.

2. At the end of the 19th century, the principles of modern economics were established here by WS Jevons. 

3. It was here that Ernest Rutherford carried out the work that led to the splitting of the atom.  Rutherford joined the University in 1907 and received the Nobel Prize for Chemistry a year later for his work on radioactivity.

4. The computer age was ushered in at The University of Manchester, by Professors Tom Kilburn and Freddie Williams, who developed and built the world’s first programmable computer here more than 50 years ago.  

5. The Lovell Telescope at the Jodrell Bank Observatory was the world’s first fully steerable telescope when it was built in 1958, and

6. The University has played a leading role in the new revolution in biotechnology and biosciences, which promises such advances in Medicine in the new century.

You are about to join that extensive body of people throughout the world who are graduates of Manchester Business School.  Those of us who work in the University are very conscious that the University is not its buildings.  Rather, it is its collective endeavour, its traditions and its vision, and its scholars past and present. We recognize the role of our graduates within this wider university by having an Alumni Association, which you are all warmly invited to join.  The MBS Alumni Association is particularly active throughout the world and contributes actively to many areas of the School’s life.  Many of you will have been fortunate enough to make good friendships while you have been in Manchester. Joining the alumni association is one way to keep in touch after you graduate.

There are exciting times ahead for the University itself. On 1st October, the University is merging with UMIST to create the largest University in the UK with 34,000 students and some 9,000 staff. An investment of some £250 million will ensure that the new University of Manchester can offer an unrivalled range of courses and combinations of subjects, with research activity in a wider range of subject areas than any other UK institution.  This will not only benefit future students, but will also mean that the value of your degree and your employability will be further enhanced.

How things have changed.  Three years ago we celebrated the 150th anniversary of the founding in 1851 of Owens College, the forerunner of the University of Manchester, which opened with 7 members of academic staff and just 62 students (all men).  

By 1876, student numbers were a healthy 600 but that didn’t stop the now defunct Saturday Review commenting: “Anyone educated in Manchester would certainly be dull and probably vicious”!  
Within the new University will be a new Manchester Business School, bringing together the existing MBS (including MCHM), UMIST’s Manchester School of Management and the University’s Manchester School of Accounting and Finance and Institute of Innovation Research.  The new School will have 200 academic staff and 200 support staff, some 1,700 undergraduates, 800 postgraduates (including 300 doctoral students), 3,500 distance-learning students around the world and an annual turnover in excess of £30 million.

The individual partners already enjoy international reputations for the quality of their research and their teaching.  Bringing them together provides an unrivalled opportunity to create in Manchester the leading European style business school in the world – a school that should be able to achieve its goal of being recognized as one of the top 25 business schools in the world.

HG Wells wrote that: “Human history becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe”.  By completing your course and graduating today, you’ve taken a further step down the road of education.  You all have a role to play in ensuring that the problems posed by social injustice and inequality, by economic and political uncertainty, by globalisation and by technological change do not result in catastrophe.  I’m sure you won’t let us down.  Be proud ambassadors for Manchester Business School and The University of Manchester.
Once again my colleagues and I offer to each of you our warmest congratulations and our very best wishes for your future.

Professor John Arnold

Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University of Manchester

Director and Dean, Manchester Business School
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